August 5th, 2001
Hi Gavin

I am just starting your letter for the second time! I wrote a letter to Nana and Granddad and to do that I modifed your letter. But I clicked ‘Save’ without making a copy of your letter and so your original letter was replaced by their letter. I hope I can remember enough of what I wrote earlier, though some of it will be the same as in the letters to Leonie and Nadine.

Got your letter the other day. Thanks again. Also, thanks for the apology. I wasn’t sure if the phone had been cut off or whether your card had run out. You certainly seem to find it easy to attract the girls! Could be because you have a couple of sisters. You mentioned that your favourite place is the bookshop. Is the bookshop on the base? What kinds of books do you read? If you are not already doing so, you might read some ‘serious’ but interesting books to expand your mind. You are based in North Carolina and I picked up – from an advertisement, I think – that Kittyhawk, the place where the Wright brothers first flew from, is in NC. Have you been there?


Not that much to report about happenings in HK. The KCR wants to build a spur line from Sheung Shui to Lok Ma Chau to relieve the serious congestion at Lo Wu. But as this line was to cross a wetland area which is very important for many migratory birds. This raised environmental issues and needed the approval of the Environmental Protection Department. Well, they turned it down. The KCR appealed through the courts, but have just lost their appeal. So, a triumph for environmentalists! Not often that happens often in HK. But, that reminds me of another issue of developers versus environmentalists regarding a beautiful area between Tai Po and Tai Mei Tuk –in the area where the wild pig chased me on a hike/run some years ago. A company wanted to convert the area into a high-priced housing estate as well as a golf course. But eventually this was turned down.


Yesterday was Leonie’s birthday. I sent her a little e-mail, which is in addition to the regular letter I will send today. Yesterday was also the birthday of the Queen Mother, born August 4th, 1900. So, she is now 101. Another anniversary though not a happy one: World War I started on August 4th, 1914. I didn’t realise that until it I saw it on a CNN Internet article related to the Queen Mother. 


I got a phone call the other day from Nadine. She was wanting to know if I had any photographs of ‘The Nutcracker’ ballet she performed in a few years ago. She also mentioned that Auntie May was visiting them Do you remember staying with her and Uncle Larry when we were in Seattle in 1988 before we went to Alaska?

You may have heard/seen on TV that the Chinese professor working at the City University in HK who was arrested and convicted in China for spying and then expelled, was allowed back into HK. On Friday, the university decided to allow him to continue to work there. Part of the reason was that they had insufficient information about his trial and conviction (carried out of course in secret in China) that they though it would have been unfair to not allow him to stay. The decision was in general greeted favourably, except for some pro-China supporters. 


I saw and caught a cockroach here the other day. A big one, though it was rather groggy and easy to catch. Actually, I thought cockroaches had become extinct as I have not seen any for a year! How did it get here? I believe it must have come from the box of a workman who was here to make some repairs, as after he had gone, it was walking in a direction away from where his box was placed. 


The summer thunderstorms are still mucking up my swimming. Managed to get in my two planned swims for the week (three sessions in the gym) but on one day that meant just being able to squeeze it in when the pool was open between closures brought on by thunderstorms. 


Next week I travel to Singapore for the launch of Book 2 of the junior science textbooks. I will fly down on Wednesday afternoon (15th) and return on the following Tuesday. The Cathay Pacific pilots versus management struggle is still not over, though we hear a bit less of it than previously. 


Some interesting facts about crocodiles: They are as old as the dinosaurs but survived and have remained almost unchanged. They can remain submerged under water for up to 6 hours on one breath. When resting, their heartbeat rates can go down to 3 beats a minute. They can go for two years between meals! Picked this up from a David Attenborough documentary on how crocodiles, but not dinosaurs and other animals, may have survived the ecological disaster in the Earth 165 million years ago when it is thought, an asteroid about 6 miles across crashed into what is now Mexico. 

That’s about it for now. 

Cheers.

Dad
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